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You will complete a Policy Paper on a gender or sexuality issue in the criminal legal system that is of interest to you. You will establish a problem area and propose solutions using relevant scholarly sources, such as, state statutes, federal laws or policies, court cases, agency reports, and academic journal articles.
The purpose of a position paper is to promote a particular issue.  The paper describes a policy position and provides scholarly support and logical rationale for that position.  Your paper should be written as if you are trying to convince a policy maker/legislator/agency official that a new policy should be enacted or an existing one should be amended.  You must provide the information required for that decision maker to make an informed decision about the policy/issue.

Your position paper must:
1. Define the issue/describe the policy and establish its importance
2. Provide background information about the issue to inform the reader of concerns
3. Recommend a course of action and explain the recommendation
The paper should include:
1. Introduction
a. Identifies the problem
b. States your position
2. Body
a. Background information
b. Supporting evidence
c. Discussion of the policy/issue (logic and efficacy)
d. Possible solutions
e. Suggested course of action
3. Conclusion
a. Summary of the key points and arguments made
Grading Rubric:
The rubric on the following page will be used to evaluate your paper.  You will be assessed based upon how well you develop and analyze the issue, integrate appropriate sources and materials, present a possible solution, write effectively, and use correct APA format.
You must follow the “Guidelines for Written Assignments” in the syllabus.  If you need assistance with writing or APA format, you can use the library’s Citing & Writing webpage, visit the Writing & Reading Center, or visit the Purdue OWL website.

Length/Format: Content of the paper must be 10-12 pages (page count does not include the Title page and References page), double-spaced, using normal font and margins, and in APA format

Due Date: April 28, 2019





Tips:
Choose an issue or policy that involves clear controversy or debate and which can be discussed with facts and reasoning.  You may already have an opinion, but you must examine that opinion critically.
You can pick a local, state-specific, nationwide, or international issue. Your analysis should include description, logic, and research, plus a possible solution/course of action.
Grading Rubric

	Criteria
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Clarity of Policy Position and Rationale (25%)
	Clear statement of policy position and logical rationale provided
	Clear statement of policy, but rationale may be faulty 
	Statement is less clear, rationale has logical errors
	Unclear statement, rationale lacks logic and consistency
	No policy position taken

	Issue Development, Analysis & Recommendation (30%)
	Thorough development and excellent analysis; mature and sophisticated approach.
	Strong development and analysis, but perhaps lacking thoroughness and sophistication.
	Development and analysis is present but is not thorough or weak in some parts.
	Very poor development and analysis.
	Paper lacks any ascertainable coherence regarding issue development and analysis.

	Integration of Appropriate Sources (25%)
	Excellent integration of sources reflecting good, thorough research.
	Good integration of sources reflecting good, but less thorough research.
	Poor integration of sources reflecting insufficient research.
	Inappropriate sources utilized, but integrated.
	Lack of appropriate sources and insufficient integration.

	Writing & Grammar Mechanics (10%)
	Excellent writing with strong transitions and logical flow.  No errors.
	Strong writing with transitions and logical flow.  Some errors present.
	Good writing but may not be organized logically.  Many errors present.
	Poor writing, lacks organization or flow.  Many errors present.
	Paper is full of errors, both major and minor.  Comprehension may be difficult. OR paper fails to meet page requirement.

	APA Format & Style (10%)
	Perfect use of APA format and in-text citations.
	Properly uses APA but has a few mistakes.
	Uses APA but has several mistakes.
	Fails to use APA.
	Fails to use any consistent format.



